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THE OPEN  SHOP,  ONCE A LOCAL ISSUE, IS NOW VITAL AMERICAN PRINCIPLE1
Open Shop Vital
"The open shop presupposes the principle of Americanism. The closed shop, on the other hand, represents an un-American autocracy, and a confiscation of liberty and of property rights. If the closed shop should supervene in this country, the present cost of living would within four years seem low by comparison, and the domestic as well as the foreign trade of the United States, which we now seem to hold securely, would inevitably fall into other hands. The closed shop means death to commerce. There can be no misunderstanding of that effect and anyone having a primary knowledge of sound economics will accept it without question. Two years ago the open shop was a local issue, today it is a national principle.
FACTS ABOUT THE NON-UNION  SHOP5
Judge Gary has shown an active interest in the rights of the non-union workmen in the steel corporation's employ. He has deemed it wise to become a champion of their rights, and, as their champion, to refuse to recognize the duly appointed representatives which his organized workers have selected.
The question of the so-called open shop has again received a great deal of attention, owing to Judge Gary's position.
The principles involved in the union and the non-union shop have been discussed time and again, and for the present purpose will not be referred to. Sometimes a situation can be made much clearer by a study of the facts which have been proven, rather than by a discussion of principles or theory, for there can be much humbugging and much sophistry introduced into the discussion of a theoretical problem, but it is a very difficult thing to camouflage well-known facts.
What are some of the most prominent facts connected with the so-called "open shop," where the employe must deal with his employer as an individual?
Under the operation of the non-union foundry in the years
1 From an address by William H. Barr, President American Founder*' Association.
3 From  International  Holders'  Journal.     55:002-3.     November,   IQIQ.